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 It’s All Our Fault! 

Reducing Teacher 
Workload 

 
Have you read the 
three reports on 
Teacher Workload 
produced by the 
Department for 
Education?  
 
Ok, so they may be 
from Nicky Morgan, but 
they do make 
interesting reading and, 
if implemented, would 
have some impact in 
schools.  
 
You can find them at  
www.gov.uk/
government/
publications/reducing-
teachers-workload  
 
Encourage discussion 
in your school.   
 
Are you doing more 
than is actually 
required?  
Could we help 
ourselves to get our 
lives back? 

Government White Paper Plans and 
assessment 

The implications for primary schools 
Do you teach in a Primary School? Did you get the 
recent mailing about the Conference to be held in 
Birmingham?  
 
In addition to our ongoing advice, support and industrial 
action strategy, the NASUWT is hosting a Conference for 
all primary school teacher and school leader members. 
This will be held on Saturday 23 April, at the 
International Convention Centre (ICC) in Birmingham. 
At the Conference, you will have the opportunity to find 
out more about the Government’s White Paper, changes 
to KS1/KS2 assessment and the support available for 
you from the NASUWT. 
 
In addition to the Conference, on Wednesday 15 
June the NASUWT is also hosting a Leadership 
Seminar at the Hilton Metropole, Birmingham. This 
event will explore the specific issues and implications for 
school leaders as a result of the Government’s plans on 
changes to school funding and academisation.  
 

BOOK NOW: 
Tel: 03330 145550 

E-mail:  
conferencesandevents@mail.nasuwt.org.uk 

Website: www.nasuwt.org.uk 
  

Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 
Travel expenses, in accordance with the NASUWT tariff, 

will also be paid. 
  

INVITE A FRIEND OR COLLEAGUE TO JOIN THE 
NASUWT 

and they can attend the events free of charge.  
(See over for an added benefit for you!) 

 
If you didn’t receive an email, please log on to 

nasuwt.org.uk, go to My NASUWT and check we 
hold the correct email address.  Why not check all 
your personal details are up to date while you’re 

there! 

mailto:advice@mail.nasuwt.org.uk


Please keep informed via the national website, www.nasuwt.org.uk where you 
will see the new national pay scales and many benefits. 

NORTH YORSHIRE FEDERATION LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS 
Dates of  next meetings—please try and attend the most con-
venient for you. 
 
Barkston Ash : OGM  Thurs 21st April 4.30pm, Sapo-
ri 74, Back Micklegate, Selby  07445347159 please confirm for 
food 
Harrogate :  OGM Wednesday 22nd June 4.30pm, Forest School, 
Knaresborough.  Followed by a curry at Zolsha 07736059207                                                 
Richmond/Hambleton : OGM, Wednesday 18th May, 5 pm for 
food, Old Black Swan, Bedale  07885 228097 
Ripon :  AGM 4.30 p.m. Wednesday 27th April, Outwood Ripon 
01132014600/01723371096/07469377785   
Scarborough :  OGM Friday 17th June Summer Social Venue 
TBC 07581224736                   
Skipton/Settle : TBC 019476748689                                                           
Whitby: OGM Wednesday 11th May 4.30/5 Station Inn, Whitby 
01947 841000 / 07981733965                                                        

Annual Conference —  Birmingham  2016 
 
Headline news of course was Nicky 
Morgan’s speech which you can find on 
YouTube. If you have the time though, also 
watch Chris Keates’ cutting response which 
received a standing ovation from the 
audience. 
 
There were several inspirational speakers at 
this year’s Annual Conference, not least the 
Trade Unionists from other countries who 
are supported in their fight for their rights by 
the NASUWT.   
 

The International Solidarity Award was given 
to representatives of Egitim Sen, the Turkish 
teachers’ trade union in recognition of its 
determination to continue to fight for trade 
union and human rights, oppose all forms of 
religious extremism and its humanitarian 
work to support refugees, including assisting 
Syrian and Iraqi children, young people and 
families in Turkish refugee camps. 
  
In October 2015 Egitim Sen co-organised a 
peaceful demonstration in Ankara calling for 
an end to Isis and appealing for justice, 
democracy and quality public education. The 
demonstration also called on the Turkish 
state to provide proper help for refugees 
from Syria and Iraq fleeing Isis. 
  
The demonstration was attacked by twin 
suicide bombers and over 20 members of 
Egitim Sen and the Turkish trade union 
confederation KESK were killed. Many more 
were seriously injured. 
  
Egitim Sen has also been vocal against the 
privatisation of education, and has 
campaigned for quality public education for 
all including for Kurdish minorities.  As a 
consequence of its work to promote public 
education, key leaders and activists of 
Egitim Sen have faced harsh government 
harassment, arrest and detention, including 
torture. General Secretary Sakine Yilmaz, 
together with numerous other leaders of 
Egitim Sen, has spent months imprisoned on 
trumped up charges. 
  
Egitim Sen is continuing to provide 
education to refugee and displaced children 
in refugee camps in Diyarbakir, Ergani, 
Fidanlik and Siirt, with financial assistance 
from the NASUWT. 

IT’S ALL OUR FAULT!—Chris Head, Federation Secretary 
 

You may have seen the Secretary of State at the NASUWT 
Conference in Birmingham over the Easter weekend. To be 
perfectly honest, I couldn’t believe what I heard on a couple of 
levels. Firstly there was the enormous gaff when she said that 
at present things were so bad in education that if she was a 
graduate leaving University then she wouldn’t want to teach. 
Perhaps the reaction she got left her a little off balance 
because she followed it up by saying that the recruitment 
crises was all our fault. Apparently teachers are so negative 
about their profession it is little wonder no one wants to join. 
Government policy is not to blame; in fact it is on target, the 
pressure of Ofsted is fine and the wholesale privatisation of 
education, handing it over to self interest groups and removing 
parental influence on Governing bodies is just what is required. 
She did publish the reports on workload and marking at the 
conference and said the DfE would be working with teachers 
leaders to look at the issues. Pardon me if I don’t hold my 
breath, oh sorry that’s too negative…. 
 
Colleagues, she might not agree with an entire profession but 
to come and incite and insult shows lack of understanding and 
leadership or is everything purely just a media show? 
 
44% of all better than average schools are under Local 
Authority control and 17% in Multi Academy trusts, this shows 
the agenda isn’t about school improvement but is ideological. 
 
The Junior Doctor’s dispute, the European referendum and the 
Panama Papers, now is a good time to take stock not only of how 
this Regime has damaged Education but also the entire 
community including Health, Social Services, Welfare, 
Infrastructure, Industry and Democracy, you could add to the 
list. 
 
Colleagues, the state of education isn’t our fault but it is our 
cause. The teaching profession is the greatest resource 
available to children who are the future of the nation. Any, 
growth, development or improvement in knowledge, 
understanding or skill is as a result of your guidance, ability and 
experience. I didn’t hear the Sec of State say it but I will, well 
done you are doing a great job and thanks. 
 


