
NORTH YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 
LOCAL SECRETARIES 

 

Barkston Ash: 

Celia Kennedy 01904 700553 

kennedycecilia@hotmail.com 

Harrogate: 

Pam Milner 07736 059207 

pam.milner@nasuwt.net 

Richmond & Hambleton: 

Matt Marlow 07950 504262  

matt@darlomarlow.co.uk 

Ripon: 

Steve Carrigan 01765 600643 

thecarrigans@btinternet.com 

Scarborough: 

Ann Bircumshaw 07581 

224736 

scarborough@nasuwt.net 

Skipton/Settle: 

Dave Whitwell 01756 748689 

david.whitwell@hotmail.co.uk 

Whitby: 

Steve Maltby 01947 641000 

sem@nasuwt.net 

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all our readers 

www.nasuwtny.wordpress.com 
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More shenanigans from Mr Gove 

To talks aimed at  settling the trade dispute with the 
NUT and NASUWT Gove has invited not only the 
other Unions not in dispute but also EDAPT the Gove 
funded anti-union organisation , is he serious? 

In response to the letter from the Secretary of State 
on the 14 November, in which Michael Gove attempts 
to portray the NUT and NASUWT as being unwilling 
to enter into talks, the NUT and the NASUWT have 
responded criticising the Education Secretary for his 
game-playing. Such tactics do a grave disservice to 
children and young people and the education service. 
Teachers will be shocked at the cavalier attitude that 
he is taking to what are serious issues for the profes-
sion.   

Both unions have reasserted their commitment to 
taking part in meaningful talks to genuinely resolve 
our trade disputes. We urge the Secretary of State to 
do the same. Should Michael Gove fail genuinely to 
engage to resolve the issues under dispute, the NUT 
and NASUWT will have no other choice but to move 
to national strike in England and Wales no later than 
13 February 2014.  We sincerely hope it will not come 
to this. Our commitment to genuine dialogue re-
mains.  We therefore once again urge the Secretary 
of State to take advantage of the window of oppor-
tunity we have provided to him by postponing further 
strike action this term. The ball is now firmly in his 
court. 

 

NORTH YORSHIRE FEDERATION LOCAL ASSO-
CIATIONS Dates of  next meetings 
 
Barkston Ash : Friday 17th January 2013 

AGM 7.30 Osteria23 restaurant, Selby                                            

Harrogate : AGM 23rd January 3.30 Rossett 

School, followed by a Curry at 5   07736059207                                                

Richmond/Hambleton : AGM, 22nd Jan,Kings 

Head, Richmond 01845524507 /07981733965 

Ripon :  01756748689/07981733965  all mem-

bers invited to  the Harrogate, and R&H events.                                                       

Scarborough :  AGM Crescent Hotel,Thursday  

7.30 16th January 07581224736/07981733965                    

Skipton/Settle : TBA 019476748689                                                           

Whitby: AGM 4pm Caedmon School Wednes-

day 29th Jan 2013 01947 841000/07981733965                                                        

40 Year Anniversary 1973-2013 

Serving North Yorkshire’s Teachers 

THE GRAHAM IBBETSON AWARD 

 
On Friday 13th December we had the joint 

North Yorkshire Federation & Harrogate 

Association Christmas Social at the Cairn 

Hotel. The event was well supported with 

almost 90 attending. It marked the end of our 

40 year anniversary celebrations with the 

presentation of the new Graham Ibbetson 

trophy to Fletcher Eyres, (left) for outstand-

ing lifetime service to NYFed by Barrie Fer-

guson our National President 1997/98. 



FORTY YEARS OF THE NORTH YORKSHIRE 
FEDERATION OF THE NASUWT 1973 – 2013 

 

When the Local Government Reorganisation Bill of 1972 was 
passed a whole new County was created viz. North York-
shire. This was to be mainly based on the old administrative 
area called North Riding but with some significant additions 
and reductions. 
It soon became clear to those in York that they were to lose 
their County Borough status that they had ‘enjoyed’ since 
1396. That the northerly fringes were to be lost to another 
newly created County viz. Cleveland and that to the south 
and west parts of the West Riding were to join North York-
shire and leave the much praised West Riding. 
For the then NAS decisions had to be made as to how its 
Members would relate to the new North Yorkshire Education 
Authority, a department of the County Council. The relevant 
National Executive Members drew up a formula to create a 
Federation of the 8 existing Local Associations. This meant 
that once autonomous Associations like York who had dealt 
with the York LEA and Scarborough who had to deal with a 
fairly unrestrained Area Office of the North Riding would now 
have to subsume their previous powers for the common good 
of a Federation. 
It is quite something that the 7 of the 8 original Associations 
still now exist within North Yorkshire, with York having been 
reorganised again out of North Yorkshire having had their 
County status returned in 1996. 
 
Planning really began under the aegis of a soon to be legend 
within the NAS and then NASUWT. Len Cooper found his 
School, Sherburn High School, having to leave the West Rid-
ing and come in to North Yorkshire. Len was a National Ex-
ecutive member and he guided representatives of the 8 local 
associations to the formation of the Federation in 1973, a 
year in advance of the newly created North Yorkshire County 
Council. 
The first two years were difficult. NAS Membership within the 
North Riding had been weak with local teacher politics being 
dominated by the NUT as it had been nationally. Breaking 
this hegemony down with a new set up was proving difficult. 
Our first Negotiating Secretary was Geoff Moore based in 
Thirsk, but he resigned his post not long after the new LEA 
began functioning. Bert Hamlin was put forward by the York 
Association but he too did not last long.  
This desultory beginning was brought to a halt by a crisis 
meeting held in mid March 1975 in the Black Swan Inn, York. 
It was a packed meeting with good numbers of Members pre-
sent from all the 8 Associations. There had been little com-
munication with the Branches about meetings with the LEA. 
Ground Rules were established in the form a Constitution 
with the main Policy being that the decisions taken by the 
Federation were the ones to be adopted with our dealings 
with the LEA. The first test for this came in 1977 when Com-
prehensive School plans were drawn up for Skipton and Rip-
on. The latter Branch was dead opposed to the destruction of 
the Grammar School but the Federation backed the LEA pro-
posals. 
At the March meeting Barrie Ferguson, the York Secretary, 
and a teacher at Huntington School, York, was elected as the 
Federation Secretary and quite remarkably throughout all the 
previous 2 years of turmoil, Dave Laud of the Barkston Ash 
Association, had remained as Treasurer and was duly asked 
to continue which he did for the next 30 years or so. 

Ken Gregson of the Harrogate Association was elected 
as President and Keith Hirst of the same Association 
was elected as Assistant Secretary with a strong steer to 
assist with communications throughout the Federation. 
It was agreed that York was a convenient place for the 

Federation to meet on a half termly basis. The Secretary 

undertook to attend Branch meetings to report back on 

any happenings at County Hall and to encourage debate 

on the issues. 

In 1975 the total Membership of NAS within North York-
shire was 600, but soon to be enhanced at the begin-
ning of 1976 after the merger with the UWT.  
There then began a steady growth in the Union Member-
ship and an increasing role in the interaction with the 
LEA. One of the most satisfying piece of work we did in 
the late 1970s was to produce Local Agreements to 
complement the National ones (The Burgundy Book) 
these have stood the length of time. 
In 1982 after seven years as Secretary, Barrie was 
elected to be on the National Executive and Keith Hirst 
was the natural successor with Barrie continuing to play 
a role where he could in negotiations with the LEA. The 
mid 1980s saw almost continuous National Dispute over 
Pay and eventually Conditions as well. The aftermath of 
all this was that relations with the LEA did not suffer and 
we saw the break up of the NUT monopoly on Negotiat-
ing Bodies such as the Burnham Committee. Here in 
North Yorkshire for the first time we could not be outvot-
ed by the NUT. However this was small beer with the 
disastrous imposition of the Contract and Local Manage-
ment of Schools.  
Towards the end of the 1980s Keith Hirst retired from 
teaching which had been at King James’ School, 
Knaresborough and his place was taken by Allan Cowan 
a Science Teacher from the Allertonshire School, North-
allerton and like his predecessors he continued to coor-
dinate and liaise with the 8 Local NASUWT Branches. 
Working with the LEA became harder as they came un-
der pressure to delegate more funds and responsibility 
to Schools but to their credit they did not support the 
Tory Policy of Grant Maintained Schools and none 
achieved that status here in North Yorkshire. 
In 1996 the Federation suffered the loss of the largest 
Branch, York, in a Local Government Reorganisation 
which saw York become a Unitary Authority and a LEA 
in its own right. This brought to an end Barrie Ferguson’s 
21 years of involvement in the North Yorkshire Federa-
tion. 
Towards the end of the Century the Federation came 
under the guidance of Graham Ibbotson who taught at 
Caedmon School, Whitby. Like his 3 predecessors Gra-
ham put in the mileage around England’s largest County 
earning the respect of the LEA, Head teachers and 
Members alike. It was during his period of Office that the 
NASUWT became the largest Teacher’s Union in the 
County. 
So by 2013 after 40 years of existence the North York-
shire Federation had come a long way and had done the 
best it could for its ever growing number of Members,   
now numbering over 3000. Long may this continue. 
 
Many thanks to Barrie Ferguson for this ‘History of the 
North Yorkshire Federation 1971—2013’ 


